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HERE IS THE PARADOX OF HISTORY: the Jews tried to be righteous and were rejected; the
Gentiles, who did not have the privileges the Jews had, were received! The reason is because the Jews tried
to attain righteousness by works, while the Gentiles received righteousness by faith through the grace of
God. The Jews stumbled over a crucified Messiah... They wanted a Messiah who would lead the nation to
political freedom and glory; they could not believe in a crucified Christ.

Paul’s purpose in this chapter isto explain Israel’s position in the plan of God. Isragl was an elect
nation, given privileges that no other nation had; yet it failed miserably to follow God's program of blessing
for the world. The entire chapter exalts the SOVEREIGN grace of God without minimizing the
responsibility of men and women for making right decisions. God's Word will prevail regardless of human
disobedience; but disobedient sinners will miss the blessing. No human mind can fathom or explain the
wisdom of God...

Romans 11:33 Oh, what a wonderful God we havel How great are his riches and wisdom and
knowledge! How impossible it is for us to understand his decisions and his methods! ** For
who can know what the Lord is thinking? Who knows enough to be his counselor? * And
who could ever give him so much that he would have to pay it back? ** For everything
comes from him; everything exists by his power and is intended for his glory. To him be
glory evermore. Amen. NLT

Without the SOVEREIGN grace of God, there would be no salvation *

'Adapted from: Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1992). Wiersbe's expository outlines on the New Testament.
Wheaton, Ill.: Victor Books.
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The Text for today: Romans 9:30-33

Well then, what shall we say about these things? Just this: The Gentiles have been made right with God by
faith, even though they were not seeking him. ** But the Jews, who tried so hard to get right with God by

keeping the law, never succeeded. 3 Why not? Because they were trying to get right with God by keepi n393

the law and being good instead of by depending on faith. They stumbled over the great rock in their path.
God warned them of thisin the Scriptures when he said,

“1 am placing a stonein Jerusalem that causes people to stumble,
and arock that makes them fall.
But anyone who believesin him

will not be disappointed. ” NLT

My Life Poem:

|sn®it strange that princes and kings
and clowns that caper in sawdust rings.
and common people like you and me
are buildersfor eternity?

Each is given abag of tools,

a shapeless mass, a book of rules.

And each must make, e€elifeisflown
a stumbling block or a stepping stone.

R.L. Sharpe
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ISRAEL' SUNBELIEF OF THE GOSPEL / 9:30-10: 21(Next week the rest of the story)

This section provides a summary in the middle of Paul’s exposition on God's sovereign plan and an
expanded explanation of the present position of the Jews. He realized that his teaching was creating a
paradox, especialy for his Jewish audience. How could it be that the acknowledged experts in righteousness
would find their way to God barred, while those who were ignorant of righteousness were welcomed by
God as long-lost children? Paul here contrasts the way of faith with the way of the law. Israel, following
after a law of righteousness, did not attain it—while the Gentiles, not seeking righteousness by the law,
found it by faith in Christ.

Whereas chapter 9 has focused primarily on God's sovereignty, chapter 10 outlines the extent of
human responsibility. (Our next lesson)

9:30 Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness [i.e., a law that produces righteousness], have
attained to righteousness. "V The gospel was preached to both Jews and Gentiles, but it was being
accepted by far more Gentiles than Jews. The Gentiles did not have God'’ s law, did not even know God, and
were not even “trying to be righteous,” yet they were obtaining righteousness. Why? Because they were
coming in faith to God.

9:31  Israel, who pursued alaw of righteousness, has not attained it. ' In contrast to the Gentiles, the
Jews tried to obtain righteousness by obeying the law, only to never attain it. They had incorrectly
understood righteousness in terms of works. They could not keep the law perfectly, therefore they could not
keep it at all. Thus God could not accept them.

9:32  They pursued it not by faith. "' Instead of admitting that they could not keep God's law and
pursuing righteousness by faith in God, the Jews kept trying to pursue righteousness by their works. They
had a worthy goal—to “obtain” God's righteousness. But they tried to achieve it the wrong way—»by rigid
and painstaking obedience to the law. Thus some of them became more dedicated to the law than to God.
They thought that if they kept the law, God would have to accept them as his people. But God cannot be
obligated by us. The Jews did not see that their Scriptures, the Old Testament, taught salvation by faith and
not by human effort—the point Paul made in the first part of this |etter. As aresult they sscumbled over the
stumbling stone™**—the Lord Jesus Christ (see 1 Peter 2:4-8). Jesus was not what they expected, so they
missed him. In so doing they missed their only way of salvation. Jesus is a stumbling block to Jews and to
all who by pride would rather have recognition for doing it on their own than for trusting Christ and his
goodness.

9:33  As it iswritten. Paul quotes from Isaiah 28:16. Isaiah declared God's warning of destruction to
Israel by Assyria. Then he said, “See, | lay in Zion a stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that
makes them fall.” NV This stone refers to the righteous remnant and to Christ.

“The one who trusts in him will never be put to shame.” ™Y When we put our trust in Christ, we need
never fear that we have put it in the wrong place. When we have placed our feet on the Rock of Zion, the
Lord Jesus Christ himself, we can be confident of our salvation. 2

Barton, B. B., Veerman, D., & Wilson, N. S. (1992). Romans. Life application Bible commentary (Page
175). Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House Publishers.
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THE STUMBLING OR HUMBLING STONE

Jesus is a stumbling block to Jews and to all who would rather
have the satisfaction of gaining God’s acceptance on their own
than admit their inability and then submit to God’s grace. When
we are presented with Christ, we have only two possible
responses, to reject or accept. Any form of rejection will resuit
in our stumbling over him, resulting in judgment. But trusting
submission to him will gain for us what we could never hope to
gain by ourselves—a righteous standing with God. Isaiah
showed the way by personally applying the phrase he used
above, “l will put my trust in him” (Isaiah 8:17 NIv).

Are you stumbled or humbled by Jesus?




