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The theme of this chapter is Israel’s present rejection. Paul moved from divine sovereignty (Rom. 9) to 
human responsibility. He continued the theme of righteousness introduced at the end of the previous chapter 
(Rom. 9:30–33) and explains three aspects of Israel’s rejection.  

 
The Reasons for  Their  Rejection (Rom. 10:1–13) 
The Remedy for  Their  Rejection (Rom. 10:14–17) 
The Results of Their  Rejection (Rom. 10:18–21) 
 

10 Dear brothers and sisters, the longing of my heart and my prayer to God is that the Jewish people might 
be saved. 2 I know what enthusiasm they have for God, but it is misdirected zeal.  
 

WHY GOOD INTENTIONS CAN’T SAVE US 
 

•     Starting out with good intentions does not ensure the results will be good. 
•     Possessing good intentions does not guarantee that any action will be taken. 
•     Good intentions by themselves do not fulfill the demand to love God with all our heart, 

soul, mind, and strength. 
•     Our ever-present bad intentions are often hidden from us. Good intentions can lead to 

false pride. 
•     Good intentions can seek to bypass and alter God’s clear commands. 
•     Good intentions can be a cover-up for ignoring or willfully disregarding God’s desires. 
•     Good intentions may appear to do so, but they cannot actually make up for bad deeds. 

 
Many people claim that they are acting with good intentions when, in fact, their efforts are halfhearted. They 

want to dictate the way God should accept them. But none of our  best intentions can save us. 
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 For they don’ t understand God’s way of making people right with himself. Instead, they are clinging to 
their own way of getting right with God by trying to keep the law. They won’ t go along with God’s way.  
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Lesson #28 

 
RECEIVE THE GIFT 

 
Rather than living by faith in God, the Jews established customs and traditions (in addition to God’s law) to 
try to make themselves acceptable in God’s sight. Regardless of our sincerity, no human effort can ever 
substitute for the righteousness that God offers us by faith. The only way to earn salvation is to be perfect—
and that is impossible. We can only hold out our  empty hands and receive salvation as a gift. 
 
4

 For Christ has accomplished the whole purpose of the law. All who believe in him are made right with 
God. 
 
Salvation Is for Everyone 
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 For Moses wrote that the law’s way of making a person right with God requires obedience to all of its 

commands.  
 

HEBREW WORDS FOR LAW 
Hebrew law served as the personal and national guide for living under God’s authority. It 
directed their moral, spiritual, and social life. Its purpose was to produce better 
understanding of God and commitment to him. 
Word Meaning Examples Significance 
Torah Direction, 

Guidance, 
Instruction 

Exodus 24:12; Isaiah 
30:20 

Need for law in general; a 
command from a higher person to 
a lower 

Mitsvah Commandment, 
Command 

Genesis 25:5; Exodus 
15:26; 20:2–17; 
Deuteronomy 5:6–21 

God’s specific instruction to be 
obeyed rather than a general law; 
used of the Ten Commandments 

Mishpat Judgment, 
Ordinance 

Genesis 18:19; 
Deuteronomy 16:18; 
17:19 

This refers to the civil, social, and 
sanitation laws 

Huqqim Statutes, 
Oracles 

Leviticus 18:4; 
Deuteronomy 4:1 

Dealt with the royal 
pronouncements—mainly 
connected to worship and 
festivals 
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 But the way of getting right with God through faith says, “You don’ t need to go to heaven”  (to find Christ 
and bring him down to help you). 7

 And it says, “You don’ t need to go to the place of the dead”  (to bring 
Christ back to life again).  
 

FINDING CHRIST 
 

Paul adapted Moses’  farewell challenge from Deuteronomy 30:11–14 to apply to Christ. Christ has provided 
our salvation through his incarnation (coming to earth) and resurrection (coming back from the dead). God’s 
salvation is right in front of us. He will come to us wherever we are.  
 

All we need to do is to respond and accept his gift of salvation. 
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 Salvation that comes from trusting Christ—which is the message we preach—is already within easy reach. 
In fact, the Scriptures say, “The message is close at hand; it is on your lips and in your heart.”  

9
 For if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him 

from the dead, you will be saved.  
 

BECOMING A CHRISTIAN 
 

Have you ever been asked, “How do I become a Christian?”  These verses give the beautiful answer—
salvation is as close as your own mouth and heart. People think it must be a complicated process, but it is 
not. If we believe in our heart and say with our mouth that Christ is the risen Lord, we will be saved. 
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 For it is by believing in your heart that you are made right with God, and it is by confessing with your 
mouth that you are saved. 11

 As the Scriptures tell us, “Anyone who believes in him will not be 
disappointed.”  12

 Jew and Gentile are the same in this respect. They all have the same Lord, who generously 
gives his riches to all who ask for them. 13

 For “Anyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”  
14

 But how can they call on him to save them unless they believe in him? And how can they believe in 
him if they have never heard about him? And how can they hear about him unless someone tells them?  

 
NEEDED: MORE THAN MODELS 

 
In the task of evangelism, an effective witness must include more than being a good example. 

Eventually, someone will have to explain the content, the what and the how of the gospel. Modeling the 
Christian life is important, but someone will need to make the connection between the mind of the 
unbeliever and the message of the gospel. There should never be a debate between those who favor life-style 
evangelism (one’s living proclaims the gospel) and confrontational evangelism (declaring the message). 
Both should be used together in promoting the gospel. Do people know of your faith by your actions? To 
whom can you communicate the life-changing message of Christ? 
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 And how will anyone go and tell them without being sent? That is what the Scriptures mean when 
they say, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”   

 
TAKING AND TELLING 

 
We must take God’s great message of salvation to others so that they can respond to the Good News. 

How will our loved ones and neighbors hear about Christ unless someone tells them? Is God calling you to 
be a part of making his message known in your community? Besides thinking of a person who needs to hear 
the Good News, think of something you can do to help that person hear it. Then take that step as soon as 
possible. 

 
16

 But not everyone welcomes the Good News, for Isaiah the prophet said, “Lord, who has believed our 
message?” 17

 Yet faith comes from listening to this message of good news—the Good News about Christ. 
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18
 But what about the Jews? Have they actually heard the message? Yes, they have: “The message of 

God’s creation has gone out to everyone, and its words to all the world.”  19
 But did the people of Israel 

really understand? Yes, they did, for even in the time of Moses, God had said, “ I will rouse your jealousy by 
blessing other nations. I will make you angry by blessing the foolish Gentiles.”  20

 And later Isaiah spoke 
boldly for God: “ I was found by people who were not looking for me. I showed myself to those who were 
not asking for me.”  21

 But regarding Israel, God said, “All day long I opened my arms to them, but they kept 
disobeying me and arguing with me.”  NLT 1 
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