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Today we begin three lessons on the Mercy of God (see below) taken from the 11th chapter of Romans. 
The first thing we need to understand is what is mercy? 

 
mercy, an attribute of both God and the good human being. Hebrew uses several words 
for ‘mercy,’  of which the most frequent is � esed, which means loving-kindness, mercy, 
love, loyalty, and faithfulness. Another Hebrew word and the Greek word for mercy in 
the NT refer to the emotion aroused by contact with undeserved suffering, that is, 
compassion and a deeply felt love for a fellow human being. In the OT mercy/loving-
kindness is associated with the covenant obligation between God and humans. Humans 
must be faithful to the covenant and God binds himself to fidelity to the covenant by 
mercy and by grace (another Hebrew word used to mean mercy). Divine and human 
mercy are closely associated with justice and righteousness because all refer to behavior 
appropriate to a relationship... 1 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1. GOD’S MERCY ON ISRAEL / 11:1–10 
2. GOD’S MERCY ON THE GENTILES / 11:11–24 
3. GOD’S MERCY ON ALL / 1:25–32 

                                                 
NT New Testament 
OT Old Testament 
1Achtemeier, P. J., Harper & Row, P., & Society of Biblical Literature. (1985). Harper's Bible dictionary. 
Includes index. (1st ed.) (626). San Francisco: Harper & Row. 
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Lesson #29 
 

� 
 � � � � � � � � �
 
God’s Mercy on Israel 

11 I ask, then, has God rejected his people, the Jews? Of course not! Remember that I 
myself am a Jew, a descendant of Abraham and a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 

2
 No, God has not rejected his own people, whom he chose from the very beginning. Do 

you remember what the Scriptures say about this? Elijah the prophet complained to God 
about the people of Israel and said, 3

 “Lord, they have killed your prophets and torn down 
your altars. I alone am left, and now they are trying to kill me, too.”  

4
 And do you remember God’s reply? He said, “You are not the only one left. I have 

seven thousand others who have never bowed down to Baal!”  
5

 It is the same today, for not all the Jews have turned away from God. A few  are being 
saved as a result of God’s kindness in choosing them. 6

 And if they are saved by God’s 
kindness, then it is not by their good works. For in that case, God’s wonderful kindness 
would not be what it really is—free and undeserved. 

7
 So this is the situation: Most of the Jews have not found the favor of God they are 

looking for so earnestly. A few have—the ones God has chosen—but the rest were made 
unresponsive. 8 As the Scriptures say, “God has put them into a deep sleep. To this very day 
he has shut their eyes so they do not see, and closed their ears so they do not hear.”  9

 David 
spoke of this same thing when he said, “Let their bountiful table become a snare, a trap that 
makes them think all is well. Let their blessings cause them to stumble. 10     Let their eyes go 
blind so they cannot see, and let their backs grow weaker and weaker.”  NLT 
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Do you think it’s easier  for  God to love you when you’ re good? 
Do you secretly suspect that God chose you because you deserved it? 

Do you think some people’s behavior  is so bad that God couldn’ t possibly save them? 
 

I f so, you don’ t entirely understand that salvation is by grace, A FREE GIFT.  
 

I t cannot be earned, in whole or  in par t; it can only be accepted with thankfulness and praise. 
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When people repeatedly refuse to listen to God’s Good News, they eventually will be unable to hear and 
understand it. Israel’s present misinterpretation of their Scriptures and refusal to accept Christ as their 
Messiah is a continuation of their tendency to misunderstand God’s plans and purposes for them. Paul saw 
this happening in the Jewish congregations he visited on his missionary journeys. 
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Resisting God is like saying to him, “ Leave me alone!”  But because God is always and everywhere 
present, his answer to that prayer  might be to agree and make that person less sensitive, more 
hardened to him. The very possibility of that happening ought to keep us asking God specifically for 
ears that really hear  and eyes that really see—openness and responsiveness to him. 

 
 

 
As the Scriptures say,  
 
“God has put them into a deep sleep. To this very day he has shut their eyes so they do not see, and closed 
their ears so they do not hear.”  
 
 
Many people today have there eyes shut and their ears closed to the things of God. Resisting God is very 
dangerous and where you spend eternity is at stake. Let’s use the Scripture to discover the signs of a 
hardening heart. See how many of these things apply to us today. 
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Hardening is like a callus or  like the tough bone fibers that br idge a fracture. 
Spir itual hardening begins with self-sufficiency, secur ity in one’s self, and self-
satisfaction. The real danger  is that at some point, repeated resistance to God will 
yield an actual Inability to respond, which the Bible descr ibes as a hardened hear t. 
Insensitivity indicates advanced hardening. Here are some of the warning signs: 
 

 
 

 The Jews refused to see God’s truth when it was set before them (Isaiah 6:9–10), so they are cursed with 
eternal blindness and the back-breaking burden of their self imposed law keeping and regulations, their sins, 
and their guilt. John 9 records Jesus confronting the Pharisees with their spiritual blindness. He had healed a 
blind man, but the religious leaders had invalidated the healing because it broke their Sabbath work rules. 
Eventually, the healed man came to realize Jesus was the Son of Man, the Messiah 
(John 9:35–38). Jesus used the man’s experience to explain his own ministry: “  ‘For judgment I have come 
into this world, so that the blind will see and those who see will become blind.’  Some Pharisees who were 
with him heard him say this and asked, ‘What? Are we blind too?’  Jesus said, ‘ If you were blind, you would 
not be guilty of sin; but now that you claim you can see, your guilt remains’  ”  (John 9:39–41 NIV). For 
Jesus, those who claimed to see but could not recognize his true identity were afflicted with the worst 
possible blindness. 2 
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2All dark green applications from: Barton, B. B., Veerman, D., & Wilson, N. S. (1992). Romans. Life 
application Bible commentary (207). Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House Publishers. 

Warning Sign Reference 
Disobeying—Pharaoh’s willful 
disobedience led to his hardened 
heart. 

Exodus 4:21 

Having wealth and prosperity—
Taking God’s blessings for granted 
can cause us to feel as if they were 
owed to us. 

Deuteronomy 8:6–14 

Rebelling and being discontented—
Suffering or discomfort can create 
an attitude that blames God. 

Psalm 95:8 

Rejecting a deserved rebuke—
Rejecting God’s gift makes our neck 
stiff and our heart hard. 

Proverbs 29:1 

Refusing to listen—Refusing to 
listen leads to a loss of spiritual 
hearing. 

Zechariah 7:11–13 

Failing to respond—Listening to 
God with no intention of obeying 
produces an inability to obey. 

Matthew 13:11–15 


