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GOD’SMERCY ON ALL /Romans 11:25-32
The best way to summarize this section is to quote the first and last phrases:

| want you to understand this mystery, dear brothersand sisters...For God hasimprisoned all people
in their own disobedience so he could have mercy on everyone. nLT

EVERYONE NEEDS THE SAVIOR

When in alarge crowd, it is humbling to look around and think, “ Everyone here needs the Savior!” Until we
recognize profoundly God's mercy in our own life, it is unlikely that we will seriously consider letting
others know about that mer cy.
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God's Mercy Isfor Everyone

2| want you to understand this mystery, dear brothers and sisters, so that you will not feel proud and
start bragging. Some of the Jews have hard hearts, but this will last only until the complete number of
Gentiles comes to Christ. 2 And so all Israel will be saved. Do you remember what the prophets said about
this?

“A Deliverer will come from Jerusalem,

and he will turn Israel from al ungodliness.

2" And then | will keep my covenant with them

and take away their sins.”

% Many of the Jews are now enemies of the Good News. But this has been to your benefit, for God has
given his giftsto you Gentiles. Y et the Jews are still his chosen people because of his promises to Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob. %° For God's gifts and his call can never be withdrawn. * Once, you Gentiles were rebels
against God, but when the Jews refused his mercy, God was merciful to you instead. ** And now, in the
same way, the Jews are the rebels, and God's mercy has come to you. But someday they, too, will share in

God's mercy. ** For God has imprisoned all people in their own disobedience so he could have mercy
on everyone. NLT
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As difficult as it may be for us to understand, God's handling of the Jews and the Gentiles is
intended to expose all of usto his mercy. Paul wraps up his argument by saying that in the end there will be
room for both Jews and Gentiles in the plan of God. The details of exactly how God will do all this are aptly
called by Paul a mystery!

When trying to understand the marvels of God’ s dealings with people, we are never
far from uttering the words of the disciples, “Who then can be saved?’ mathew 19:25 niv).
At those times we also need to remember Jesus' response,
“With man thisisimpossible, but with God all things are possible” (atthew 19:26 niv).
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At this point, Paul has thoroughly spoken about God's sovereign plan for the Jews and Gentiles. So he
pauses before exploring a number of practical issues that occupy the remainder of the letter. For a moment,
his mind is filled with the majesty of God. Paul remembers familiar phrases from the Old Testament, and he
is caught up in an expression of heartfelt praise.

% 0Oh, what a wonderful God we havel How great are his riches and wisdom and knowledge! How
impossible it is for us to understand his decisions and his methods! * For who can know what the Lord is
thinking? Who knows enough to be his counselor?** And who could ever give him so much that he would
have to pay it back? * For everything comes from him; everything exists by his power and is intended for
his glory. To him be glory evermore. Amen. NLT

11:33  Depth ... of the wisdom and knowledge of God! ™ Here Paul bursts into a song of praise as he
concludes his entire treatise in chapters 1-11 on God's sovereign plan for our salvation. It is beyond our
understanding. God’s wisdom and knowledge are far too deep for us to understand; they are unsearchable
and beyond tracing! ™V Nonetheless, we can appreciate their value, for even our limited knowledge has the
effect of riches in our life. We can’'t know or understand everything about God, but the wisdom and
knowledge that God allows us to have constantly affects how we live.

11:34  “Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor ?” pain quoted
from Isaiah 40:13, pointing out that God aone knows the plan. In his unsearchable wisdom he designed it.
No human being was, is, or will ever be involved in giving him advice or making new suggestions.

11:35  “Who has ever given to God, that God should repay him?” MV Paul quoted loosely from Job
41:11 to point out that God is in sovereign control. Heis not in our debt, we are in higl

The implication of this series of questions is that no one has fully understood the mind of the Lord. No
one has been his advisor. And God owes nothing to any one of us. Isaiah and Jeremiah asked similar
questions to show that we are unable to give advice to God or criticize his ways (Isaiah 40:13; Jeremiah
23:18). God aoneis the possessor of absolute power and absolute wisdom.

11:36  For from him and through him and to him are all things. "** God is the Creator, Sustainer,
and Omega of all life. Everything comes from him and is for him to use for his glory. God is amighty and
all-powerful, but even more, he cares for us personaly. No person or power can compare with God.

Paul began his letter with the statement that God left his imprint on the world he created, but that the
human beings of that creation had chosen rebellion. In the past eleven chapters, Paul has examined God's
marvelous plan for bringing the rebels home. God has chosen to “have mercy on them al” (11:32). Each
one of usis one of the “all.” What more can any believer, saved by grace, say than, To him be the glory
forever. Amen, NFV1
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