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After completing the major doctrinal treatise of this letter (1:18-15:13), Paul now begins what amounts
to an epilogue, which comprises comments about his ministry (15:14-21), his plans for future service (vv.
22-33), persona greetings from himself and others (16:1-24), and a closing benediction (vv. 25-27).

In the present text, Paul gives a defense of his ministry, especially of his boldness in writing this letter to
a church he did not found and had never visited. Except for a few individuas he had met elsewhere, he did
not know the Christians in Rome. Y et he addresses them both warmly and forthrightly, asif they were close
friends. He confronts them with boldness on many crucial issues, including that of the relationship of
stronger and weaker believers, which he has dealt with in the long section (14:1-15:13) just concluded.
Having set forth his divinely-revealed doctrine, he now once again (see 1:8-16) bares his own heart and
soul.

Because he has spoken so forcefully, Paul did not want to jeopardize his relationship with the church at
Rome by seeming insensitive, presumptuous, or unloving. He had long hoped to visit them in person, in
order to minister to them and to share mutual encouragement, “each of us by the other’s faith, both yours
and mine’ (see 1:10-15). Now, at last, it seemed this desire soon would be fulfilled, during his expected
stay in Rome on the way to Spain (15:24). *

14| am fully convinced, my dear brothers and sisters, that you are full of goodness. Y ou know these things
so well you can teach each other al about them. ** Even so, | have been bold enough to write about some of
these points, knowing that all you need is this reminder. For by God's grace, 1 am a special messenger
from Christ Jesus to you Gentiles. | bring you the Good News so that | might present you as an acceptable
offering to God, made holy by the Holy Spirit. *” So | have reason to be enthusiastic about all Christ Jesus
has done through me in my service to God. *® Yet | dare not boast about anything except what Christ has
done through me, bringing the Gentiles to God by my message and by the way | worked among them.
¥ They were convinced by the power of miraculous signs and wonders and by the power of God's Spirit. In
thisway, | have fully presented the Good News of Christ from Jerusalem all the way to Illyricum.

My ambition has always been to preach the Good News where the name of Christ has never
been heard, rather than where a church has already been started by someone else. ?*| have been
following the plan spoken of in the Scriptures, where it says,

“Those who have never been told about him will see, and those who have never heard of him will
understand.”
%2 |n fact, my visit to you has been delayed so long because | have been preaching in these places. nLT
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15:14-22 Not wanting to jeopardize his
relationship with the believers in Rome by seeming |
to be insensitive, presumptuous, or unloving, Paul
sets out to explain how he could write such a
forthright letter to a church he did not found and
had never visited.

15:14 goodness. High mora character. The
believers in Rome hated evil and loved
righteousness, attitudes their lives clearly displayed.
knowledge. Refers to deep, intimate knowledge
indicating that the Roman believers were doctrinaly sound (Col. 2:2, 3), illustrating the
fact that truth and virtue are inseparable (cf. 1 Tim. 1:19). admonish. To encourage,
warn, or advise—a comprehensive term for preaching (1 Cor. 14:3) and persona
counseling (see note on 12:1). Every believer is responsible to encourage and strengthen
other believers with God's Word and is divinely equipped to do so (2 Tim. 3:16).

15:15 as reminding you. In spite of their spiritual strength, these Christians needed
to be reminded of truths they already knew but could easily neglect or even forget (cf. 1
Tim. 4:6; 2 Tim. 2:8-14; Titus 3:1).

15:16 minister. “Minister” was a general Gr. term used of public officials. But in the
NT it is used most often of those who serve God in some form of public worship (e.g.,
Phil. 2:17; Heb. 1:7, 14; 81, 2, 6), including that of a priest (Luke 1:23). to the Gentiles.
Although Paul’s practice was always to present the gospel to the Jews first in every city
he visited (see note on Acts 13:5), his primary apostolic caling was to the Gentiles
(11:13; Acts 9:15). the offering. Having referred to himself as a minister, a word with
priestly overtones, Paul explains that his priestly ministry isto present to God an offering
of amultitude of Gentile converts.

15:17 glory. Lit. “to boast. Paul never boasted in his accomplishments as an apostle,
but only in what Christ had accomplished through him (1 Cor. 1:27-29, 31; 2 Cor. 10:13—
17;12:5,9; Gdl. 6:14; 1 Tim. 1:12-16).

15:19 signs and wonders. See notes on Acts 2:19; 2 Cor. 12:12. God used them to
authenticate true preaching and teaching. to Illyricum. The region that roughly
corresponds to the former European country of Yugoslavia. From Jerusalem to Illyricum
was a span of some 1,400 miles.

15:20 gospel. See note on 1:1. another man’s foundation. Paul’s goal was to reach
those who had never heard the gospel—the primary function of a NT evangelist (Eph.
4:11). But for pastor-teachers, building on the foundation laid by such an evangelist is the
crucia part of their ministry (cf. 1 Cor. 3:6).

15:21 it iswritten. Quoted from Is. 52:15; see note on 3:10. The OT quotation refers
primarily to Christ’s second coming, but in its broader application it refers to the process
of evangelism that began in Paul’s day and continues throughout church history until
Christ returns.

15:22 hindered from coming. The form of this Gr. verb indicates an ongoing
problem, and that something externa created the hindrance. Paul was providentially
being prevented by God from going to Rome (cf. Acts 16:7). 2
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"I am planning to go to Spain, and when | do, | will stop off in Rome.”
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Paul says that he has “ambition.” Ambition can be a difficult topic for Christians because we see so many
bad examples of ambitious people who claw their way to the top. But certainly that isn't the kind of
ambition one sees in Paul. Instead of looking out for himself and working hard for personal advancement,
he was ambitious to serve God—for Paul that meant to “preach the gospel where Christ was not known.”

Areyou ambitiousfor God?

Do you want, more than anything else to please him, to do hiswill?

Ask God for “holy ambition.” *

3Dark green application from: Barton, B. B., Veerman, D., & Wilson, N. S. (1992). Romans. Life
application Bible commentary (271). Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House Publishers.



