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ZBut now | have finished my work in these regions, and after al these long years of waiting, | am eager to
visit you. 2*| am planning to go to Spain, and when | do, | will stop off in Rome. And after | have enjoyed
your fellowship for alittle while, you can provide for my journey.

>But before | come, | must go to Jerusalem to take a gift to the believers there. 2° For you see, the believers
in Macedonia and Achaia have eagerly taken up an offering for the poor among the believers in Jerusalem.
" They were glad to do this because they feel they owe areal debt to them. Since the Gentiles received the
spiritua blessings of the Good News from the believers in Jerusalem, they feel the least they can do in
return is to help them financially. 2 As soon as | have delivered this money and completed this good deed of
theirs, | will come to see you on my way to Spain. “ And | am sure that when | come, Christ will richly
bless our time together.

%Dear brothers and sisters, | urge you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to join in my struggle by
praying to God for me. Do this because of your love for me, given to you by the Holy Spirit. 3 Pray that |
will be rescued from those in Judea who refuse to obey God. Pray aso that the believers there will be
willing to accept the donation | am taking to Jerusalem. ** Then, by the will of God, I will be able to come to
you with ajoyful heart, and we will be an encouragement to each other.

% And now may God, who gives us his peace, be with you all. Amen. nLt
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Ministering in the Will of God

Paul wrote the magjor part of his letter to the Roman church to establish himself with them doctrinaly. In
this epilogue, he establishes himself with them personally, indicating his heart’s desire to minister to them
and to fellowship with them.

Paul here makes additional comments about his ministry, especially his plans and hopes for future work
in the Lord's service. These persona expressions do reveal some truths which are more implicit than
explicit and are general rather than specific. As Paul bares his heart to a group of believers, most of whom
he has never met and who lived in a place where he had never been, he provides some vauable principles
for all who read...

Paul’s life was centered in obeying his divine calling “to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles’.
As seen in the last chapter, he ministered as a priest, a preacher, and a pioneer. Although he typically began
his ministry in a new area by preaching to Jews, his ultimate purpose was to use that Jewish base to reach
unbelievers in Gentile lands, in order that his “ offering of the Gentiles might become acceptable, sanctified
by the Holy Spirit”...

In Romans 15:22-32, Paul demonstrates in his own life six characteristics, or elements, of his own
ministry that should be evidenced in the life and ministry of every believer who is committed to doing
God s will...

ROVIDENCE
22 |n fact, my visit to you has been delayed so long because | have been preaching in these places.

Enkopt (hindered) literally means to cut into or cut out. It was used of deep trenches that sometimes
were dug across a road to impede an enemy army. It came to be used metaphorically of any hindrance or
impediment. The imperfect tense of the Greek verb indicates continuation, and its being passive indicates
that the cause was from the outside. Because of God's plan and control, Paul was providentially and
continually prevented from coming to the church at Rome.

God has changed the natural course of events by direct, miraculous intervention, such asin opening the
Red Sea for Israel to cross safely and then closing it on the pursuing Egyptian army. But God also—and
most often, as far as our human understanding can perceive—controls men and events in non-miraculous
and indirect ways that we cannot observe or be aware of. This is providence—God's sovereign control of
everything exercised not through the miraculous, but through ordering all the complex natural events so that
they accomplish His will. Even Paul, the most prominent of the apostles, who was used as a human
instrument for recording much of God’'s Word in the New Testament, did not presume to fully understand
the Lord’s working in his life. But God's providence was a crucial element in achieving the intended
purposes for Paul’ s service.

LANNING

A second element for a believer who faithfully fulfills his divine calling is care in making plans for
ministry. Contrary to how it may seem on first thought, sensible and careful planning by God’s people does
not necessarily indicate lack of trust in His providence. Waiting on the Lord’ s providence does not preclude
persona planning.
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RIORITY
Planning for future ministry must never cause a present ministry to suffer. Before Paul would be free to go
to Rome, much less Spain, it was necessary for him to go about a thousand miles in the opposite direction to

Jerusalem, in order to serve the saints there. His taking that journey seems to contradict his calling “to
preach the gospel, not where Christ was aready named”.

ROSPERITY
2 And | am sure that when | come, Christ will richly bless our time together.

What is often referred to as the “health and wealth gospel” was the furthest thing from Paul’s mind. His
obedience to Christ cost him dearly in both of those areas. Because of his service to Christ, he suffered
imprisonments, beatings, stonings, dangers from Gentiles as well as Jews, and a host of other hardships. But
none of those outward problems could rob him of hisinner blessing...

URPOSE

A person who faithfully fulfills his divine calling is that of having a clear purpose in his service for the
Lord. Paul declared unequivocally that the overriding purpose for his request was to glorify our Lord Jesus
Christ.

RAYER

Perhaps the cardinal characteristic of a person who faithfully does the will of God is prayer.

Lesson #42



SAFETY
SUCCESS
SATISFACTION

3 Pray that | will be rescued from those in Judea who refuse to obey God. Pray also that the believers there
will be willing to accept the donation | am taking to Jerusalem. ¥ Then, by the will of God, | will be able to
come to you with ajoyful heart, and we will be an encouragement to each other.

| urgeyou in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ tojoin in my struggle by praying to God for me.

Sunag nizomai (to strive together) is an intensified form of ag nizomai, which means to struggle or
fight and is the term from which we get the English “agonize.” The word was originally used of athletic
events, especialy gymnastics, in which contestants, such as wrestlers or boxers, struggled against each
other. Jesus used the word when He told Pilate, “My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of
thisworld, then My servants would be fighting [ag nizomai]”.

Prayer is often a battle. Sometimes the “opponent” is our old self, which continues to wage “war against the
law of [our] mind, and [makes us] a prisoner of the law of sin which isin [our] members’. Prayer is aways,
in one way or another, a struggle against sin and evil, whether in us or around us. *
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Too often we see prayer as a time for comfort,
reflection, or making our requests known to God.
But here Paul urges believers to join in his
struggle by means of prayer. Prayer is a weapon
that all believers possess and should use in
interceding for others. Many of us know believers
who are living in difficult places in order to
communicate the gospe. Sending them funds is
part of joining them in their struggles. But prayer
is also a crucial way of being with them.
Missionaries are unanimous in desiring the
prayersof those who have sent them out.

Do our prayersreflect that urgency? 2

Paul on the Way to Rome
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