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21 Timothy, my fellow worker, sends you his greetings, as do 
Lucius, Jason, and Sosipater, my fellow Jews. 
22 I, Tertius, the one writing this letter for Paul, send my 
greetings, too, as one of the Lord’s followers. 
23 Gaius says hello to you. He is my host and also serves as host 
to the whole church. Erastus, the city treasurer, sends you his 
greetings, and so does our brother Quartus. 

 

 

25 Now all glory to God, who is able to make you strong, just as my Good News says. This message 
about Jesus Christ has revealed his plan for you Gentiles, a plan kept secret from the beginning of time. 
26 But now as the prophets foretold and as the eternal God has commanded, this message is made known to 
all Gentiles everywhere, so that they too might believe and obey him. 27 All glory to the only wise God, 
through Jesus Christ, forever. Amen. 
 
 

The great thing is to be found at one’s post as a child of God, living 
each day as though it were our last, but planning as though our world 
might last a hundred years. 

—C. S. Lewis 
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Lesson #45 
 

� � � � � �� � � � � �� � � � � �� � � � � � ����
 

Romans Chapter  16 This chapter, which has almost no explicit teaching and contains 
several lists of mostly unknown people, is the most extensive and intimate expression of 
Paul’s love and affection for other believers and co-workers found anywhere in his NT 
letters. It also provides insights into the lives of ordinary first-century Christians and 
gives an inside look at the nature and character of the early church. 1  

�
�
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16:21      Timothy, my fellow worker , sends his greetings to you. Timothy was a key 
person in the growth of the early church, traveling with Paul on his second missionary 
journey (Acts 16:1–3). Later Paul wrote two letters to him (1 and 2 Timothy) as Timothy 
worked to strengthen the churches in Ephesus. Paul wrote of him, “Timothy has proved 
himself, because as a son with his father he has served with me in the work of the gospel”  
(Philippians 2:22 NIV). Acts 20:4 places Timothy with Paul prior to Paul’s departure to 
Jerusalem. 
Lucius and Jason and Sosipater , my relatives. Again these are fellow Jews, not family 
relations. These names are also mentioned in other places: Acts 13:1; 17:5–9; 20:4. 
16:22      I , Ter tius, who wrote down this letter , greet you in the Lord. This was Paul’s 
secretary, who wrote the letter as Paul dictated it. 
16:23      Gaius, whose hospitality I  and the whole church here enjoy, sends you his 
greetings. This is most likely not the same Gaius who was from Macedonia (Acts 19:29), 
nor the one from Derbe (Acts 20:4), nor the one addressed in 3 John. It is probably the 
Gaius whom Paul baptized in Corinth (1 Corinthians 1:14). 
Erastus, the treasurer  of the city. Erastus would have been a powerful and influential 
man. A civic official of this name is mentioned on the inscription on a marble paving-
block in Corinth. The name was common enough that he need not be identified with the 
Erastus mentioned in other places (Acts 19:22 and 2 Timothy 4:20), “And Quartus, a 
brother !”  No saint is too insignificant for Paul to mention! 

 
� � � � � � � � � � ! � � � � � � �

 
There is no verse 24 in most modern translations because it is not found in the most 

trusted Greek manuscripts. It is a scribal addition repeating the words of 16:20. 
 
 

16:24 This verse is not found in the earliest Gr. manuscripts of Romans which is 
understandable in view of the longer, more explicit benediction that follows. 
 
20 The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. May the grace of our Lord 
Jesus be with you. NLT 
 
 
 

                                                 
1MacArthur, J. J. (1997, c1997). The MacArthur Study Bible (electronic ed.) (Ro 15:1). Nashville: Word 
Pub. 



 3 

Lesson #45 

 
 
 
16:25      Now to him who is able to establish you according to my gospel and the 
preaching of Jesus Christ. Paul had explained his gospel at length in this letter to the 
Romans (see 2:16). Paul’s gospel was the proclamation of Jesus Christ. Paul knew that 
the gospel and Christ himself would establish (strengthen and stabilize) them in the faith. 
According to the revelation of the mystery hidden for  long ages past. Parts of that 
gospel were a mystery for many ages, hidden in the Old Testament (see also Ephesians 
3:8–11; Colossians 1:25–27). 
16:26      Now revealed and made known through the prophetic wr itings by the 
command of the eternal God. The prophets who wrote various books of the Old 
Testament were not fully aware of the meaning of their own words; but they wrote, at 
God’s command, much about the fulfillment of the mystery—the coming of the Messiah, 
the salvation of the Gentiles, and the return of the Jews (see 11:25). Now, after the 
coming of Christ and the growth of the church, what they wrote is being understood 
(1:2). (See also Luke 24:44–45; 1 Peter 1:10–12.) 
So that all nations might believe and obey him. This was the ultimate goal, all part of 
God’s plan from the beginning (see 1:5). Paul exclaims that it is wonderful to be alive 
when the mystery, God’s secret—his way of saving the Gentiles—is becoming known 
throughout the world! All the Old Testament prophecies are coming true, and God is 
using Paul as his instrument to tell this Good News. 
16:27      To the only wise God be glory forever  through Jesus Chr ist! Amen. God’s 
glory is displayed through Jesus Christ.  
 
William Tyndale reflected on what might be the appropriate application of the entire 
letter to the Romans when he wrote,  
 
“Now go to, reader, and according to the order of Paul’s writing, even so do thou.  
 
First behold thyself diligently in the law of God, and see there thy just damnation.  
 
Secondar ily turn throe eyes to Christ, and see there the exceeding mercy of thy most 
kind and loving Father.  
 
Thirdly remember that Christ made not this atonement that thou shouldest anger God 
again: neither cleansed he thee, that thou shouldest return (as a swine) unto thine old 
puddle again: but that thou shouldest be a new creature and live a new life after the will 
of God and not of the flesh. And be diligent lest through thine own negligence and 
unthankfulness thou lose this favour and mercy again.”  
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Paul had not yet been to Rome to meet all the Christians there, and, of course, he has 

not yet met us. We can easily count ourselves among the strangers to whom he was 
writing. We too live in a cosmopolitan setting with the entire world open to us. We also 
have the potential for both widespread influence and wrenching conflict. We, too, belong 
to churches that exhibit an all-too embarrassing tendency towards disunity and 
ineffectiveness. There is plenty of work to be done if we will listen carefully to and 
apply Paul’s teaching about unity, service, and love. Any effor t in that direction is 
bound to br ing glory to God! 2 
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2Barton, B. B., Veerman, D., &  Wilson, N. S. (1992). Romans. Life application Bible commentary (271). 
Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House Publishers. 


